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NORBURY PARISH
CHURCH

REPORTS FOR 2007

to be presented at the church APCM
at 11.00am
on Sunday, 27th April 2008

Agenda

Prayer

Appointment of clerk to the meeting

Apologies for absence

Minutes of the previous meeting

Formal matters arising

Electoral Roll secretary's report

Churchwardens' report

PCC Secretary"s report
Treasurer's report

Other reports

Appointment of independent examiners of PCC accounts
Appointment of Tellers

Election of Wardens

Election of PCC members

Election of Sidespeople

Election of Deanery Synod Members

Items for Discussion; arising out of Martin Collins' report for the year
Any other Business

Closing Prayer
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Minutes of the Annual Parish Church Meeting held on
Sunday 22nd April 2007 at 11a.m.

The meeting took place in the church following a Morning Worship
Service (between 145 and 150 attendees)

. Clerk to the Meeting 7 Maureen Hughes was appointed

. Apologies:Allan and Pat Baldwin, Sarah Casey, Lawrence and Lesley
Dark

. Minutes of AGM held on 11th April 20067 Approved
. Matters Arising i None

.El ector al Rol | Secretaryds Report
A new electoral roll was established this year. Total number on the new
roll is 429. The old roll closed at 475 representing a fall in numbers of
46.

.Church War déAceptedReport
PCC Secr et airAgcéped Report

. Treasurer6s Report
David Scott gave a brief summary of details of the accounts, which had
been available before the meeting. Brief summary given below
Overall balance dropped by £4000
Current assets fell by £2,700 (cash, bank, savings and stock)
Fixed assets fell by £1,200 (Gardens of Remembrance plots used)
It was again stressed that giving on a regular basis with the benefit of Gift
Aid for those who paid tax was the most beneficial way of giving to the
church.
The trend towards lower income has continued in 2007 (due to deaths
and people leaving the church). Approximately £10 per person/per week
needed to fully cover expenses.
The Treasurer thanked all the helpers who worked with him on a regular
basis and particularly Per Olsson (Assistant Treasurer). All attendees at
the APCM gave a vote of thanks to David Scott for his commitment and
expertise in dealing with the church accounts.

10. Other Reports — Accepted
11. Appointment of independent examiners of PCC accounts.

Victoria Fryman was requested to act in this capacity for next year to
which she agreed. Thanks were given to her for commitment to this task.
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Appointment of Tellers —not necessary

Election of Wardens
Michael Cheslett and Jill Elsby were elected, unopposed. They were also
thanked for their work during the past year.

Election of PCC members

There were 14 nominations —all elected as follows:- Sarah Casey,
Margaret Darbyshire, Brenda Evans, Fiona Gray, Craig Harper, Maureen
Hughes, Martin Johnson, Susan Jones, Robert Moulton, Margaret Nolan,
Per Olsson, David Scott, Sylvia Scott, Jean Wilkes

Election of Sidespeople

Sidespeople were elected as follows: Cynthia Ashworth, John Bennett,
Winn Cameron, Faith Clarke, Margaret Darbyshire, Irene Davies, Phyllis
Dennis, Nancy Hadfield, Linda Hammond, Betty Hubbert, Albert
Hudson, Maureen Hughes, Margaret Nolan, Kathleen Pierson, Wilf
Tonge.

Items for discussion for future growth of the church

A questionnaire had been circulated for two weeks before this APCM
requesting suggestions for attracting and retaining younger people,
especially young families, at Norbury.

Some replies had been received and further ideas brought up at the
meeting i.e.

a) More social events for children and parents.

b) Use of church as a venue for suitable concerts

c) Encourage younger adults to join the Welcome Stewards team
d) Another walk of witness around the area

e) Go to places where younger folk are

Cath Palmer—Ch i | d r e n-Vvisits sehools foressemblies and has
heard from parents that they find some services at the church, i.e.
communion, difficult to understand.

One of the older teenagers commented that their group would be
interested in becoming more involved in the services and would like to
see more inter-action between older and younger folk.

Any Other Business— None

Martin Collins thanked everyone for attending and the meeting closed
with The Grace at 11.35a.m.



VI CAR6S REPORT

Please see the Annual Report and Financial Statements of the PCC.
Martin Collins

Worship

Flower Arrangers

We are very grateful to our dedicated team of flower arrangers, who give
their time and talents to the church. The floral displays each week are a
tribute to their skill, and give a tremendous amount of pleasure to us all. The
wonderful displays at Easter, Harvest and Christmas were much admired.

Unfortunately team numbers are low, and many of the ladies who used to
work in pairs are now working alone. We thank Pam Orton, who co-
ordinates the flower arrangers, and works very hard on our behalf. She is
particularly concerned at present to attract new members to the group, and is
appealing to anyone who enjoys flower arranging to get in touch with her on
0161 483 4557, as extra help is desperately needed.

The flowers placed in church each week are paid for by people who make
donations in memory of loved ones, an entry is also placed in the church
magazine to remember a special date, perhaps a birthday or anniversary. If
you would like to know more about making a donation, please contact
Elizabeth Olsson at the church office (0161 483 6325).

Elizabeth Olsson

Open Doors

We are now well established in the community of Hazel Grove and have
been encouraged by the people who have come through our doors. It is
always interesting to hear what they have to say. Sometimes we have visitors
from other parts of the country or from overseas. One or two have come
from Australia and America. Quite a few visitors have said that to rest
awhile in peaceful surroundings has given them a great deal of comfort.
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This makes the service we give really important.
Gay Rogers

Worship & Teaching Committee
The task of this committee is to make recommendations to the PCC in
connection with worship matters.

There was a significant emphasis on matters to do with worship at the APCM
(Annual Parish Church Meeting). This committee considered in detail each of
the suggestions made by church members, and made recommendations to the
PCC about them.

The committee noted that our pattern of worship probably needs reviewing if
we are to attract younger adults on a weekly basis. However, since a change of
leadership of the church was due to take place in 2008/9, it was agreed that this
was not the time to be making significant changes.

In November the committee arranged a music workshop morning, to enable

the various musicians who lead our worship to get together and develop new
music for worship. In the workshop the choir and music group singers came

together to practise O Holy Night,which was sung at the carol service.

Towards the end of the year the committee carefully planned the services to
take place throughout December, and these were apparently well received.

Martin Collins

Choir

In the course of the past year the choir has sung at most of the major services.

On the majority of these occasions our musical director and organist David
Sanders has accompanied us. On one occasion, when David was on holiday,

we were accompanied by Peter Ludlow on the piano which was a unique
experience. In the carol service we joined the music group to sing O Holy
Nightfrom Love Transcendingy John W. Peterson. This was professionally
rehearsed and conducted by David Duke. Another unique experience was
singing with the children®s music
Catie-Anne Harper.

gr
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The choir is still in demand for weddings and occasionally for funerals.

The number of members in the choir throughout the year has been fourteen
permanent singers and two occasional singers. This has been reduced by one
now Brian Crayston has moved away. He will be greatly missed. But we
wish him well in his new home near to his family.

Kay Watts

Music Group

Having an excellent team of singers and instrument players allow us to meet
the challenge of providing informal music for a variety of services. We are
now supporting worship for more services than in previous years, with
additional informal services in the evenings. The numbers of services mean
that we do not have a full music group for all services, but the pool of
musicians is able to adapt for each service.

Highlights this year have included:

1 Music Workshop giving the opportunity for the whole church community
to enjoy music together, and to develop ideas for development of music
and worship (technical ideas for the PA system as well as the chance to
learn and improve songs)

1 Carol singing at Sainsbury®"s

¢ Car ol service, when the musicOgr ou
Holy Night©

1 ,Back to the Eighties" musical, a

and also the audience!

Any further musical talent or ideas for developing music at Norbury are
always welcomed — please contact David Duke (0161 439 3754).

David Duke

Bell Ringers
No report submitted.
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Adult Groups

Mot her s6 Union Afternoon Group

In March | was enrolled as Branch Leader by the Rev. Canon Martin Collins

and my first pleasant task was to e
Union.

We had some excellent speakers at our meetings with an average attendance
of 33 members. We reduced the number of Busy Blethers due to lack of
numbers.

We visited All Saints Church, Marple for the Chadkirk Deanery Festival in
May, which was a very enjoyable time with lots of food. It is our turn in
2008 to host this special service.

Our two lunches, afternoon tea and birthday party were once again a big

success, thanks to the committee, and Jimmy in the kitchen at all these

events. The Christmas Fair stall was also a success, thanks to all the gifts

given by the Mothers® Union members

Our annual trip to Llandudno as usual was enjoyed by all who came with us
and once more the weather was kind to us.

Lastly, Mothers® Union charities be
equally between them. Also we gave money to the church as a gift.

We now look forward to 2008 with anticipation to all that it offers.

Irene Fox, Branch Leader

Mot her s6 Uni on Evening Group
Our meetings and fund raising events have all been well supported again this
year. On March 25th Irene Fox was commissioned in church as our Branch
Leader. Three new members were enrolled at the same service. They were
Hilda Ellis, Sandra Fox and Di Moore. Jean Shelmerdine became our
Diocesan President and Wendy Sykes our Chadkirk Deanery Leader.

We were invited to celebrate their 95th anniversary with our prayer partners

at St Mar y " a@&denjoyexrevwerang Wwita them. We have invited
them to visit us here at Norbury on May 28h to our Deanery Festival. Wendy
represented us at Bishop Peter and Elizabeth Fosters garden party at Bishop's
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House for the Macclesfield Archdeaconry.

We held a coffee morning at Edward's Court and an afternoon tea at the
home of Norman and Maureen Allen. The annual bowling match was won by
The Men's Society by three bowls.

We continue to knit for the Premature Baby Unit at Macclesfield Hospital.
This is greatly appreciated by them.

We led a service at Shepley House and Brenda Harkin and Irene Davies
organised a Churches Together Service at Edwards' Court.

We meet on the second Monday of each month at 8pm in the Legh Room,
except in August when we prepare a salmon lunch for Mothers' Union
charities, and December when we go out for a Christmas lunch together.

Margaret Holt

Mends Soci ety
Chairman - Norman Broadbent
Secretary -Norman Allen
Treasurer - Gordon Ashworth

Our meetings and events have again been well supported. The spring and
autumn plant sales were very successful (a 24% increase in sales on 2006).
This increase has enabled us to financially support projects in the church.
The Norbury Roadshow in November was a great success and in conjunction
with other groups in the church we hope to organise something else in 2008.
Our trip to Llangollen in July was enjoyed by all. As usual we finished the
year with a Christmas party, enjoyed by those who attended. We meet on the
first Monday in every month, new members are most welcome.

Roy Hopkins

Operation Chrigmas Child, Shoe Box A ppeal

From July 2007 a team of 15 ladies, a gentleman, and a young boy regularly

met each Saturday morning to decorate the shoe boxes with Christmas paper,
in readiness for the big fill in October. This was a great social gathering with
much laughter, joke telling, and believe it or not, singing to oldie songs. We

also enjoyed the wonderful cakes and goodies supplied by the members.



10

Liquorice allsorts was a regular welcome addition to these treats.

Our fund raising included a sponsored walk and two coffee mornings which
realised over £500 in total. The church members contributed the gifts to fill
the boxes.

October 6" was the Big Fill Day and it was great to see so many church
members, young children, young adults and parents and friends join in this
activity. We finished with a much enjoyed bring and share meal. My thanks
are extended to each one of you who have been committed to this worthwhile
project. We filled 320 boxes at Norbury, exceeding our target of 300.

2008 has got off to a good start and the members have unanimously agreed
our target figure for this year will be 350 boxes, with your help we are sure
this can be achieved.

We invite everyone interested in this worthwhile project to join us any
Saturday morning from April 5™ onwards. Please look for bargains to fill the
boxes. All gifts will be gratefully appreciated.

Many thanks Ann Smith

Chil dren and Young Peo

Yout h Wor ker ds Report

Over the past year the youth have been involved in a number of new projects,
from a residential worship workshop in Bridgwater to a musical production
at Norbury. The Bridging Group (11-13 year olds) is the new group that
meet during the morning worship looking at topics from bullying to Who is
Jesus?The group was set up to bridge the gap from Sunday Club to our
Youth Groups and provide a youth group for those who cannot attend the
evening sessions. The Pathfinder and CYFA groups continue to meet as
one group during the evening worship. This year we have been using a
series called Nooma to deepen our Christian faith and challenge our beliefs.
This series alternates with BAF nights (Bring a Friend) and social nights
involving DVDs, pizza and cinema trips.

From January the youth no long lead the monthly Evening Praise, but are
working towards end of term celebrations. We have a weekly Youth
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Worship Group that look at the bible passages behind the worship songs we
use at Norbury and learn new worship songs. There is a Worship
Workshop day planned for March, which will enable the youth to learn new
skills and develop current skills in the areas of drama, dance and art in
worship. There is also a worship event, the Labyrinth, planned which the
youth groups will set up. We have also taken a group of 10 young people to
the Message Trust Breatheevents. These are held in Salford and provide a
space for youth of Norbury to experience a different worship style and learn
new Christian songs and meet other young Christians in the area.

The Curious Club held at Hazel Grove High School on Friday lunchtime
has a core group of 20 with up to 32 Y7s &Y8s attending. The group is a
social group with games, dramas and teaching on the Christian message. We
are still invited to lead assembliesind have talked on tolerance, Advent, and
self worth. The message is welcomed and the staff encourage our
involvement in the school life.

This year we have started mentoring and discipling young people at
Norbury. This has had to start with a core group seeking to learn about God
or to learn how to live a better Christian life. In order to develop this area of
youth work we need more leaders to help spiritually nurture our youth.

This year we have also been working on a musical production Back to the
80s.Although this required a lot of energy from staff and the young people
involved, the whole cast and crew want to be involved in the next musical.
The Mayor and Mayoress of Stockport and the Bishop or Chester attended,
the musical also attracted the local community. The young people who
before the show, had no contact with Norbury have started coming to the
social events and discussion nights at CYFA. With funding from the
Stockport Youth Opportunity Fund we are already planning our next
production. This will be Fame, he date is fixed for 7" February 2009.

We are currently looking forward to the numerous fund raising events
planned for the summer term as well as our youth weekend at Lockerbrook.
This was a great success last year with group outdoor challenges and small
group bible studies that many are bringing friends along this year. We are
also starting a group for those wanting to take the Duke of Edinburgh
Award. Although there is always something to work towards is great
looking back over the past year and seeing God at work in the lives of the
young people at Norbury.

CatieAnne Harper
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Chil drends Worker

Children"s work has been very busy
would have been impossible to achieve all that has been achieved without the
support and help of all the wonderful volunteers among you, from those that

help each Sunday to those that cut out crafts on a Saturday morning, those

that help at holiday club to those that bring things in for the children to use,

and last but not least all the prayers you say for the children. | value and am

very grateful for everything you all do as without you none of it would have
happened.

I go into Norbury Hall and Torkington schools regularly to lead assemblies,
and have started to lead some RE lessons at Norbury Hall. It is great that
wherever | seem to go children call hello Cathor hello Mrs Palmer

I am at present doing the “Churches
Ministry” which | am doing in my ow
to do. It is a one year course and is run by the Diocese and Chester

University, and is marked to degree standard. It is very enjoyable and

beneficial to my work.

| am part of the All Age Team and we try to provide a variety of worship and
have involved the uniformed organisations in leading some of them.

Cath Palmer

Toddler Group

We have two thriving groups that meet on Wednesdays 10—11.30am and

Thursdays 1pm—2.30pm, term time only. The parents and carers are very

supportive and take a great interest in what we do as a Church for older

children. Some bring their older children to these activities. We have singing

time every week, and alternate weeks we have crafts or colouring. The ladies
from the Mother*s Union continue to
which we are very grateful. We had two very successful Christmas parties in
December which all the children, adults and helpers enjoyed very much.

Cath Palmer
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Sunday Club

We now have 60 children on the register with an average attendance each
week of 35. There are 12 leaders and 2 teenage helpers, with 2 more
teenagers we can call on when we have particularly busy weeks. We are still
in need of more | eader“s to join

During the last 12 months we have looked at people Jesus met, parables of
Jesus and a series called “Where
the things that Jesus did leading into the Easter Story. After Easter we will
begin a series on Old Testament characters such as Moses.

Last September we took a group of 8 children, 2 teenagers and 4 adults to
Savio House in Bollington, it was such a success the children have constantly
asked to go again, | have booked to take them on 18"™-20" April. So far | have
21 Sunday Club children coming along with 5 teenagers and 6 adults. We
will be looking at a theme of challenges.

Extra activities for Sunday Club children have been, craft afternoons, Lite
Night Party, games, bring a friend afternoons, discos and a traditional
Christmas party on a Sunday afternoon which was enjoyed by all. At
Christmas we also did a small nativity in the morning service on 23™
December which the children all enjoyed participating in.

Cath Palmer

The Church Ladsdé and Chur ch Gi
St Thomas Norbury Company 2884

The Brigade Company at Norbury continues to play an active part in the life
of the church at Norbury. Membership of the Company has dropped over the
last few months but shows signs of recovery, with several new members
joining. We continue to meet on a fortnightly basis. Due to the commitments
of the Company staff we cannot provide the correct level of cover on every
parade night.

Highlights of the year 2007 & 2008

1 Several Members obtaining their Bronze D of E Awards.

1 Joint Camp at Rydal Hall in the Lake District with St Andrews, Earswick,
York.

7 Sadly Jim Downs, Laura Stubbs and Fiona Grey left the staff during 2007,
and | thank them for all their efforts and commitment during their

u
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membership.

1 The Company invited the Brigade General Secretary, Alan Millward, to
our February church parade to present two national awards to Capt.
Wendy Blantford & Lt /Colonel Ken Hampson. Martin presented an
award to Lt. Jimmy Downs (Retired), in recognition of his service to
Norbury Brigade Company. Martin also presented Brigade sweatshirts &
polo shirts to Diane Wood, Mel MacNeil, Sally Hampson and Linda
Hammond who have offered to help with running and staffing of the
Company.

If the Company is to meet on a weekly basis we need more male members of
staff and we are hopeful more men will offer to help. The work of the
Company continues. Please pray for work of the Brigade at Norbury and all
who are involved.

I must mention how grateful 1 am for the support and guidance | have
received during the course of the year from Catie Anne Harper and Cath
Palmer, and also from Martin & Rob.

Dave Wood, MBE

Norbury Brownies
No report submitted

Beaver Scout Group
No report submitted

Cub Scout Group
No report submitted

Scouts & Guides Group
No report submitted.

Holiday Club
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The theme of Holiday Club 2007 was
monsters we face in our lives, such as, bullying, disobedience, feeling lost,

having no friends, being scared and feeling alone. It was a very successful

week with 75 children, 30 adults & 22 teenagers being involved.

The children®s behaviour and enthus
teenager"s willingness to participa
and a teenager back to our groups, which is wonderful.

In February half term we ran a one day holiday club, for the first time, the
theme for this was “Who Loves You?”
Jesus have for us. This day was also a great success with 49 children, 19

adults and 16 teenagers involved.

This year®s club will be “Jungl e Ja
Jesus, and will run from Monday 11" to Friday 15" August. The

commissioning service will be on August 10" in the 10.15am service, and

there will a celebration service on the Friday night, 15 August.

Signing up day for this club will on Sunday 18" May, 1-1.30pm.

Cath Palmer

Nurture and Growth

Alpha

We held one Alpha Course in 2007 from September to December. Seven
guests attended, and the time spent together on that course was of real benefit
to each of them. Martin Collins was the speaker, and he invited the guests to
stop him and ask for clarification on any point they needed more information
about. The guests took full advantage of this. I led the discussions, and was
assisted by Margaret Darbyshire and Roy Hopkins. Guests shared many of
their difficulties, and this helped the group to grow in trust and friendship.

I am particularly encouraged that each guest from the course is now a
member of a Fellowship Group, where they can continue to learn more about
the Christian faith, continue to ask questions, and to discuss and to pray
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together.

Sylvia Scott

Welcome Stewards

Norbury is a large and busy church with many visitors coming through the
doors. The role of Welcome Steward at our morning service is to ensure that
these people are met and greeted as they arrive and on leaving are given the
opportunity to join us at Mix and Mingle.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who are on the rota
for their time and effort as they spend their Sunday mornings helping new
people find their way around our church.

There is always room for more people on the rota — if you think that you can
help in this valuable work, please see one of the churchwardens.

Jill Elsby & Michael Cheslett, Churchwardens

Training
Apart from help and training given by local church members for the benefit
of all within the church, the Chester Diocese use the facilities of Norbury for
diocesan training courses. A Bereavement Course was organised by the
Diocese and afternoon and evening sessions held at Norbury Church with
many lay readers from the area attending, together with members of our own
church

Mo.Hughes

Baptiam/ Thanksgiving Team

During 2007 a total of 63 families were visited. 44 families having baptisms
and 19 having thanksgivings here at Norbury. In February 2007 we had a
meeting of the baptism visitors, which was attended by Rev. Rob Green. We
have been pleased to welcome Lesley Hubbard to the visiting team. | am
very grateful to all the visitors for the time and energy they give. The
numbers of people attending the baptism and thanksgiving services seem to
be ever increasing, with families sometimes bringing 80-100 guests. The
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families and friends appreciate the welcome they receive at Norbury, and often
tell us how much they have enjoyed the experience.

There are many people who assists with the work; our thanks goes to everyone
who helps at the services, those who give talks, and those who delivery
anniversary cards, and of course, all the baptism visitors. Thank you to Sandra
Wallace for her help every month with the baptism video. We would always be
grateful for more helpers, if you are interested in assisting at services or
delivering baptism cards, please let me know.

Elizabeth Olsson

Pagtoral Care

Pastoral care continues to be administered in all its forms from dedicated
members of the Pastoral Care Team and individual church members. Areas
covered are the taped sermons, administering home communions, visiting the
sick, lonely, the hospitalised and the bereaved.

|l

Irene Davies is now co-ordinator of the Memorial Service arranging staffing
e.g. stewards, sidespersons, listeners, providing refreshments and manning
the kitchen to name a few of the tasks carried out. Others provide a listening
and prayer service.

Shepley House - Services arranged by Betty Hubbert. Wilf Tonge visits
when delivering church magazine. Irene Davies visits once a month, more
often when available, she visits each unit and talks with residents.

Edwards Court - Irene Davies, Brenda Harkin, Wendy Sykes arrange two
services a year. Jean Lindsey recites poems. Brenda Harkin takes
communion to a number of residents.

Grove Lodge - Val Gilchrist and Margaret Darbyshire arrange four services
a year.

Wendy Sykes and team arrange services for Sandra Broadbent.

Chester House - Gay Rogers and Elsie Whitehead visit.

Home Communion members carry out visits every two months for the
housebound. We have 21 communicants at present.

The Open Doors members provide a further listening service to all who visit
the church during its open times.

Another valuable service that perhaps comes under the wider umbrella of
pastoral care, is the street visiting scheme for prayer requests. People are
involved in the delivering of cards, visiting homes, with supporters back at
church praying throughout the visiting time: another great team of dedicated
people.
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Thank you to each one of you for your caring, concern, visiting and prayers.
Please inform Margaret if you or someone you know needs a visit, is in
hospital or would like to become a member of this Pastoral Care Team.

Margaret Darbyshire
Pastoral Care Ceordinator

Fellowship/ Homegroups
No report submitted

Norbury Home Service (Making Taped Sermons Available)

The recording of the service on 3rd February this year was the 480th made
and distributed during the past ten years and, thanks to the generosity of
David Scott, | have enough blank tapes to last another ten years. Whether |
shall last another ten years is a different matter!

They are made with the housebound in mind, and anybody who is unable to
attend Norbury services by reason of physical impairment, not necessarily
long-term, is entitled to receive a copy. There is no charge. | have a small
tape-player which is available on loan. I will make a tape for any member of
the congregation who wishes to hear a sermon again, or who wants to keep a

copy.

The tapes, and copies of the Norbury Take-Away and the Chester Diocesan
News, are normally delivered three times per month, (there are no tapes for
the All-Age Worship service) on the Tuesday following the service.

I much appreciate the loyal assistance of Vera Buckley and Wendy
Williamson.
Harry (Robbie) Robinson
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Mix and Mingle

Since 1985, when the narthex was opened, teams of volunteers have served
tea, coffee or orange squash after morning service each Sunday. About 12 of
the original volunteers are still helping - quite a record!

| am sure those of you, who enjoy your drink and chat in the Legh Room
would like to thank them. The best way would be to offer to help. Twelve
people are retiring this year (none of the original 12), so your support is
needed more then ever. Please do offer to help if you are able.

Donations are given to cover the cost of supplies and any surplus is given to
church funds.
Betty Hubbert

Adminigration

Church Wardens

One of our duties is to bring to the Annual Parochial Church Meeting the
“Annual Fabric Report” the building
church are in good order as we end the year. A complete inspection of the

electrics is due early in 2008 and any necessary work highlighted in that

report will be completed during the year.

2007 saw the completion of a Quinqu
report has brought to our attention works that will need implementing in the

coming years. Once we have a plan of action concerning the work required

we will inform the congregation in the usual way.

We are grateful for the time and energy put in by the members of the
Property Management Committee as they keep track of any required
maintenance work. Also our thanks go to Elizabeth Olsson for all her work
over the year, which as always makes life that bit easier for us.

We would like to acknowledge the Deputy Wardens, Sidespeople, and
Welcome Stewards and thank them for their hard work throughout the year.
Without their time and help we would not be able to make the Sunday
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services nor the special services (Christingle, Junior Schools Carol Service) run
as smoothly as they do.

Jill Elsby and Michael Cheslett, Churchwardens

PCC Secretaryods Report

PCC meetings have again been well attended during the past year. Many

subjects and practical matters have been discussed to enable church activities to

run well. The PCC have been kept informed of the various committees that

operate within the church so that the relevant people are given support and
encouragement. The Youth and Chil dr e
quarterly basis. Ongoing matters such as child protection policies health and

safety, risk assessments, first aid etc are regularly checked ensuring that the

church is up to date with necessary charity rules and government legislation.

M. Hughes

Health and Safety
We continue to review health and safety matters on a regular basis. Please see
the statement on the wall outside the office.

Martin Collins

Child Protection

We continue to ensure that all who work with children in the church have CRB
(Criminal Records Bureau) clearance. We obtained 24 such clearances in 2007,
bringing the total of those who have CRB clearance to 136. Each person has to
have their clearance renewed every 5 years.

Martin Collins
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Communication

The Magazine-Editorial Board and Digtributors
The AGM December 2007 was well attended - mince pies and coffee being
enjoyed as a preliminary.

Our editor, Martin, is assisted in the compilation with a team of five who meet
each month to decide on the subject matter. Here we must record the loss of a
member of the team, Cynthia Ashworth. Cynthia contributed valued opinions
which will be missed. We express our sincere condolences to Gordon and
family.

The distribution team comprises 32 ladies and 6 gentlemen. Jean Lindsey, a
distributor for forty years, has now retired. As a gesture of appreciation, Martin
presented Jean with a basket of Christmas plants and thanked her for this aspect
of her work with our church.

A display of magazines from other churches revealed various forms of
production and content; some priced at 60p per copy, some published 10 months
of the year. Norbury was given a plus for clarity of print. After a majority vote,
"THE SIGN" insert will be continued.

The question was asked "is there a conflict with the Take-Away and the
magazine?" Both are needed. Of necessity the Take-Away is for instant
information; the magazine for greater depth reports and subjects, reaching
people who are unable to attend church.

For the future, we need to increase circulation - production costs are becoming
critical.

John J. Bennett, Magazine Business Manager

Norbury Church Web Ste (www.norburypc.org.uk)

The Norbury church web site continues to be updated several times each month
mainly using the church magazine as the source of information. All pages are
reviewed and updated where necessary at least once a year. The web site
includes recent electronic versions of the Take Away and the Worship
Arrangements so that reference can be made to the web site if a paper copy is
mislaid or forgotten. In January 2008 we had over 500 visitors averaging over
two visits per person each lasting about 5 minutes. As in previous years the most
popular pages are those containing our graveyard records.

David Scott
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Wider Church

Churches Together in Hazel Grove

It was decided by a majority decision that Easter and Christmas services
cards would be discontinued and an
Hazel Grove”. I't had become increas
people to deliver the cards as the congregations are now mainly elderly.

Norbury received 2000 cards which | counted and placed in road order.

These were usually all taken, but if a road was left my co-representative,

Brenda Harkin, and her husband would deliver the cards. Our appreciation

and thanks go to all who have delivered the cards, come wind, rain and even

snow. We have been pleased with the positive response to the advert and
eventually each house in Hazel Grove will receive a copy.

The AGM was held on 11th July 2007 at Norbury. There were 19 people

present and seven apologies, with each church represented. Rev. Canon
Martin Collins gave a very interest
Mathieson Music School illustrated with slides. Chairman Neale Raven

thanked Martin and a donation of £50 was sent to the school.

A suggestion was made that we ask all youth workers about the possibility of
holding their own Unity Service or evening which would have our backing
and funding.

The Unity Service was held on 20th January 2008 at the Methodist Church
where everyone could meet the new minister, Rev. Eddie Gordon. A superb
service was followed by tea and cakes provided by ladies from each church.
The collection raised £250 in aid of Wellspring.

The twice yearly service at Edward*®
and Brenda Harkin, Wendy Sykes and | enjoy organising these. We try to
ensure that someone from each church takes part and a resident now plays
the guitar at the end of the service, which is good. Sandra, the manager,
always makes us welcome and we talk to the residents as we enjoy tea and
cakes —what would we do without these? Our thanks go to everyone who
supports us, you help to make it worthwhile.

Irene Davies and Brenda Harkin.
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Chadkirk Deanery Synod

Norbury PCC is permitted to elect five members to the next level of
government i.e. Chadkirk Deanery Synod. At present there are three
members and two vacancies with Richard Crocker filling the positions of
Lay Chairman and Treasurer. Meetings were well attended as follows:

1 Tuesday 27th February 2007t St Marks, Bredbury. A thirty minute
DVD was presented by Rev. Phil Rawlings plus a talk on his experiences
at Old Trafford entitled “Respondi
Muslim area with six mosques.

1 Wednesday 16th May 20074t St. Thomas, Mellor, Parish Centre. The
main topic was a DVD presentation by David Marriott, from Bishops
Council , for “Back to Church” Sunc
available by early registration.

1 Thursday 20th September 200t St . Mary" s, Di sl e
The new vicar, Rev. Margaret Owens, welcomed everyone and invited
them to supper during which a Deanery quiz was held along with
opportunity to get to know the new vicar. Closing worship of Evening
Prayer was led by Margaret Owens which included psalms, bible reading,
and a short address by the Rural Dean.

1 Thursday 22nd November 2006t St . Chad" s, Romi |
The main topic under discussion Wwse

David Hubbert

Womends Worl d Day of Pr ayer
Women"s Worl d Day of Prayer was hel
Church and was prepared by Christian women of Paraguay on the theme
“Under God"s tent”. The banner was
Peter®s Church.

How do you hold a sheet up to make a tent? As the tallest lady, | was in the

middle with a pole but the sheet kept falling as we did our utmost to keep it
straight. Then we had to huddle tog
Gertrude from Brinnington gave an inspiring talk and it is interesting to learn

how women cope in other countries. Norbury was well represented as usual

and we thank you for your support each year. The afternoon finished with tea

and biscuits whilst we mingled and talked

Irene Davies and Wendy Sykes
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Worldwide Misson Support

Adoption Matters Northwest

2007 saw the merger of the Chester Diocesan "Adoption Matters" with the
Blackburn Diocesan Adoption Agency. The two agencies came together
retaining all the best qualities of each organisation, building on their common
vision for achievement, heritage church links and tradition of quality and
innovation. Norman Goodwin was appointed the Chief Executive of the
newly named Adoption Matters Northwest. The agency continues to be
committed to achieving more and better outcomes for the 3,500 children
searching for a permanent family.

2006 Statistics:

29 Children placed with new families

24 Adoption Orders granted

818 Children were referred to the agency from different Local Authorities
64 Children received Pre-adoption support from the agency

271 Initial applications were dealt with by the Initial Referral Group.
176 People were helped with Post-adoption support

10 Children were members of sibling groups

21 were aged five and under

8 were aged six and over

12 Different local authorities received the service

3 Placements disrupted

The Agency Ran:

5 sets of preparation groups throughout the year

53 attended

53 attended Sexual Health Training as it affects adoption

All information taken from Adoption Matters Northwest publications.
Pat Cartwright

Misson Contacts Committee

The committee meets three times during the year to review our contacts with
the charities that the PCC supports financially. It also schedules articles
about these charities for publishing in the church magazine and makes
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recommendations about the level of regular gifts and plans retiring
collections. During the year we were privileged to have a visit from a
representative of the Bible Society to speak at church Sunday services.

David Scott

Bible Society

On November 25th 2007, Alan Whitmore from the Bible Society attended

the 8.30am and 10.15am services, to mark Bible Sunday. His exciting and

informative talk about the way God's Word is changing the lives of so may
people around the world was very encouraging.

The variety of ways in which the Bible's message is presented is amazing.
From Solar powered CD players for aural communities, the whole Bible on a
gadget no bigger than a mobile phone, to painstaking Bible translation into
languages which have never before been written down.

Thank you to all who contributed to the retiring collections. A grand total of
£430.25 was donated and sent on to Bible Society.

The main focus of the Bible Society's work this year will be on the
importance of Bible translation work. The reaction of many people who
receive a copy of part or whole of the Bible discover that 'God can speak
their language,' and so they are more ready to listen and to believe.
Sylvia Scott, Church Representative for the Bible Society.

Many thanks, Sylvia Scott

The Childrenbds Soci ety

The Children®"s Society is driven by
good childhood. They provide vital help and understanding for those

forgotten children who face the greatest danger or disadvantage in their daily

lives.

In 2007 £539.99 was raised at the Christingle service and £1209.43 was sent
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during the year from donations from the boxes held at home. This is a
tremendous help to the Society in their continuing support for children in
need.

Thank you to all at Norbury Church who have contributed in any way.
Carol Straffon

Chrigians in Schools Trust
Christians in Schools is a local charity that provides an active Christian
presence for both pupils and staff in Stockport's secondary schools. This
includes running weekly Christian clubs and taking school assemblies.
During the last year the three full time schools workers, Sue Mayo, Andrew
Phillips and Jonathan Wilson have continued this vital work. One special
focus of the work during 2007 has been the continuation of the Big Deal
project where the schools workers have supported the Big Deal team as they
take special mission weeks in the local schools, usually ending in a gig led
by the Christian music group Blush. One of the most recent visits was a week
long mission in Marple Hall High School last October. Regular information
updates are given in the newsletter which is issued each term. If you would
like a regular copy please ask me

David Scott

Church Misson Society

In addition to the regular donations made by the church, £382 was sent to
CMS after the annual box opening. Our Mission Partner, Colin Smith visited
Norbury during a brief trip to England in February. He brought us up to date
on the work he and his wife Anita, are doing in Nairobi, and gave us a
personal view of the troubles in Kenya following their disputed elections
some weeks earlier.

The Smith*"s newsletters and CDs t el
parts of the world, and are available from me.
Wendy Williamson
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Church Pagtoral-Aid Society

“To carry the Gospel by means of
aim of the Church Pastoral-Aid Society when it was founded in 1836 by
Viscount Ashley, later known as Lord Shaftsbury. It still seeks to fulfil this
aim today by supporting churches throughout the UK in their task of teaching
the faith, providing pastoral care and reaching out with the Gospel.

Our church has had strong links with the Society for many years and groups
and individuals continue to benefit from the many varied resources it
provides. If anyone wants to know more about these please contact me.

C.P-A.S. is a voluntary organisation which relies heavily on donations from
parishes and individuals, so it is always grateful for the annual donation that
it receives from our PCC, and donations it receives from members of the
congregation. My thanks go to those who give and those who support the
work in prayers.

Betty Gaskell

The Leprosy Misson

Norbury supporters donated a total of £312.50 in 2007. This money goes to
support the work of TLM across 30 countries, staff are responsible for
detecting over 900 new cases every week, nearly 10% of these being
children. Used postage stamps have also been donated and are sold at stamp
fairs, the money then goes to TLM.

In October, I attended an informative and encouraging meeting of other local
representatives. Marilyn Gregory and Derek Hartley led the worship,
slideshow and talks. The “Gifts for Life Cheque Book' of alternative gifts
from TLM, was introduced to us. This resulted in TLM being a beneficiary
of the Norbury Christmas card organised by Rob and Hilary Green. A
magnificent amount of money was given, which purchased a low-cost house,
a bicycle, chickens, and a pair of sandals.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed and worked so hard for The
Leprosy Mission

Wendy Jackson

t

h
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SAMS
No report submitted

Chrigian Aid (Hazel Grove)
At this year"
a hectic week in May we collected over £2,200 for good causes. When some of
the other Hazel Grove churches are taken into account, the amount increases to
an impressive £3,100. Many thanks to everyone who took part in the street
collection, helped count the money and not least gave so generously.

Christian Aid Week is probably our largest outreach project when you consider
the number of people who take an active part, and the number of houses we visit
with the Christian message! This year well over 2,000 houses in Hazel Grove
received the customary red envelope. As we look to 2008, can we pray that
someone is willing to take over the coordination of this worthwhile event in
Hazel Grove?

Per Olsson, retiring area eordinator

Chrigian Aid (Norbury)
Christian Aid has continued to be an important part of our giving. In May 2007

Nor bury Parish Church®s contributi

totaled £2210. This included late donations sent in directly.

In addition to this amount the Harvest collection raised £ 419.13 and the parish
Christmas card, beautifully made by Hilary Green, raised £ 411.56

Per Olsson has retired as the coordinator for Hazel Grove Churches Together.
We thank him for the work he has done. Liz Collins will coordinate the house-
to-house collection and support any other fund raising enterprises for Christian
Aid week within Norbury for the coming Christian Aid week (May 11- 17"
2008)

Liz Collins

s Christian Aid Week,

r

(O
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Misson to Seafarers

The Mission to Seafarers, formerly called The Missions to Seamen, is a
missionary society of the Anglican Church, which cares for the spiritual and
practical welfare of all seafarers regardless of nationality or faith.

Its Flying Angel logo is inspired by a verse from the Book of Revelation:
"Then | saw an angel flying in mid-heaven with an eternal gospel to proclaim
to those on earth, to every nation and tribe, language and people"

Through a network of chaplains, staff and volunteers in 230 ports worldwide,
the Mission reaches out to them by visiting them on their ships, offering a
welcome and whatever help may be needed. In over 100 ports it runs centres
where seafarers can relax away from their ships, get local information, find
help with problems, share worship and telephone or email home.

Norbury has supported the Mission with an annual donation for a number of
years and, having taken on the role of Parish Representative, | hope to be able
develop that support further. A speaker has been invited to preach at Morning
Service on Sunday 27th July 2008. Details will appear the Church Magazine in
due course.

Lawrence Dark

TEAR Fund
Unfortunately, since becoming the TEAR Fund Rep., | have either been laid
| ow with accidents of my own, or my

little or nothing to report.

However, prior to breaking my leg, 1 did raise awareness in Sunday Club,
which resulted in them raising money by having a disco, and collecting coins
in small boxes which they had made.

I had hoped to promote the TEAR Fund project for Lent, but have been unable
to do so, as | have not so far been to church this year due to having glandular
fever.

Hopefully I will have something more to report at the next AGM, as | feel that
TEAR Fund and its aims are worthy of our church's support.

Carol Howlett
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Social and Recreational

Bowling Club

Last year the Bowling Club enjoyed a successful season when they hosted an
inter-league competition which was attended by a large number of members
from different clubs in the Alderley and District bowling league.

We have seen the condition of the bowling green go from strength to strength
and it is now the envy of many clubs. The League bowling team had a very
good year finishing fifth in the league.

We were all saddened by the death of one of our most popular members, Mrs
Cynthia Ashworth. She was a real character in the club and she will be sadly
missed.

We are always looking for new members so why not pay us a visit and try your
hand at the game. Bowls are available for hire and the club enjoys the services
of a number of qualified instructors. The club is a happy place where members
meet to bowl and to socialise and enjoy each others company and
companionship.
Norman Allen
Secretary

Norbury Walkers

I think most of our walkers would agree with the words of Dr. William Bird,
guoted in a recent RSPB Magazine; The countryside can be seen as a great
outpatient department, whose therapeutic value is yet to be recognised'.

In 2007 we organised about 40 walks, some short and on the level, others long
and strenuous. We met wind, snow, sunshine and rain, and benefited from
companionship all along the way. A variety of views, many spectacular, were
our constant reward. We enjoyed many picnics, and lunches in cafes, pubs, and
chip shops.

In May many walkers supported our Coffee Morning when we raised £175,
(plus Gift Aid), for Christian Aid. We also repeated the summer car outing
when we drove people who cannot walk very far, into Macclesfield Forest,
stopping for tea and scones on the way home. Once again we ran the cake stall
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at our church Christmas Fair.

Our 12th birthday was celebrated with a 'bring and share' picnic in August.
Later that month, we had anniversary hikes and an evening meal at 'The
Crown', Hawk Green.

A big 'thank you' to all our leaders from Norbury Walkers.
Kathleen Pierson

Social Committee
No report submitted.

Chrigmas Fair 2007

The Christmas Fair is our | argest
went off very well, with lots of positive responses received. The two-hour

event was certainly well attended and lively with around 15 stalls, and the

coffee tables were more or less constantly being fully used! There was a

small increase in the amount raised, well over £900 after taking all costs into
account. Many thanks to everyone who put in so much hard work to make

the fair a success. And many thanks to everyone who attended and supported
this church event

Pauline Evans & Per Olsson

a
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